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A benthic monitoring station is located at the NC 49 crossing of Coddle Creek approximately  
850 feet northwest of the study area.  Sampling done at this site in 2001 and 2006 resulted in ratings 
of “Fair.”   A benthic monitoring station is located at the Rocky River Road (SR 2828) crossing of 
Back Creek approximately 1,200 feet east of the study area.  Sampling done at this site in 2003 
resulted in a rating of “Fair.”   No other sampling stations are located within one mile of the study 
area. The only fish monitoring data available for streams within the study area consists of a 
monitoring station located on the Rocky River approximately 13 miles northwest of the study area.  
Sampling done at this site resulted in a “Fair” rating in 1999 and a “Good” rating in 2006.    
 
Maintained/disturbed land immediately adjacent to existing rail and roadways is anticipated to be 
impacted most heavily as a result of project activities.  Impacts to mixed pine/hardwood forest 
commonly occur along woodland edges and do not tend to further fragment forested areas.   
 
Impacts to jurisdictional wetlands are expected to be less than one acre (0.8), and impacts to streams 
total 2,640 linear feet.  
 
Four federally protected or endangered species are listed for Cabarrus and Mecklenburg Counties – 
Smooth coneflower, Schweinitz’s sunflower, Carolina heelsplitter, and Michaux’s sumac.  The 
biological conclusions for the plant species are unresolved at the time of this document.  Systematic 
surveys for the plant species will be performed in all unsurveyed areas during the appropriate 
survey windows prior to the completion of the final environmental document.  Suitable habitat for 
the Carolina heelsplitter exists within study area streams.  However, a detailed survey was 
conducted to determine the presence or absence of this species.  The project has been determined to 
have “No Effect” on this species, and the USFWS concurs with this determination. 
 
Low to medium monetary and scheduling impacts are anticipated for potential hazardous materials 
sites located along the project corridor. 
 
On the basis of the above discussion, it is concluded that no significant adverse environmental 
effects will result from implementation of the project. 
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